
JUNIOR HIGH COURSES: 
 

English 7 

Course Length: One year  

Grade Level: 7  (Required) 

7th English is focused on the four aspects of Language Arts: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. 

Students will do multiple book studies, write memoirs, explore non-fiction, and develop arguments. The 

course will heavily involve writing skills in order to develop as writers into ones that can respond to a 

variety of sources. 

 

English 8 

Course Length: One year 

Grade Level: 8  (Required) 

8th Grade English is an extension of the skills learned in 7th English. Students will explore poetry, debate, 

do novel studies, and more. Students will also experience writing at a more advanced level in order to 

better prepare them for high school English. 

 

JH Health Enhancement 

Course Length: One year 

Grade Level: 7, 8 (Required) 

This course is designed as a physical education and health education class. The Physical Education 

portion of the class the students will engage in a wide variety of fitness activities to improve overall fitness 

levels, learn new skills, and practice team and individual sports.  The health education portion will provide 

an opportunity for individual growth through such content areas as wellness, nutrition, sexual health, 

mental health, bullying and communication, drugs and alcohol, injury and violence prevention, and body 

systems. Through individual and group assignments, discussions and projects, students will learn more 

about the human body and develop healthy habits to maintain into adulthood to improve quality of life for 

the lifespan. 

 

Math 7 

Course Length: One year 

Grade level: 7 (Required) 

This course is designed for 7th grade students.The topics in Math 7 include: the real number system  with 

a focus on integers and rational numbers, ratios and proportional relationships, analyzing percents,  

equivalent expressions, solve equations and inequalities, draw inferences about populations, probability, 

and geometric relationships including area, surface area, and volume. 

  

Pre-Algebra (Math 8) 

Course Length: One year 

Grade level: 8  (Required) 

This course is designed for 8th grade students. 

The topics in Pre-Algebra include: the real numbers system with focus on rational numbers in varying 

forms, understanding and developing variable expressions, analyze and solve linear equations and 

systems of equations, develop functions to model relationships, investigate patterns of association in 

bivariate data (scatter plots), similarity and congruence of geometric figures, surface area and volume of 

geometric figures, and the Pythagorean Theorem. These concepts will form the foundation for high school 

math courses. 

 



Life Science 

Course Length: One year  

Grade Level: 7th  (Required) 

Life Science focuses on introductory topics of the life sciences which primarily include Biology and 

Ecology.  This course serves as students' first exposure to the ideas and theories that govern the 

interconnectivity of life. Students focus on concepts that are shared by all living things such as cell 

structure, biochemical make-up, and inheritance. As students move into the second semester, the focus 

is on the diversity of life as they classify the many different species of living organisms into kingdoms and 

other classification categories. A portion of the spring semester will be spent helping students prepare for 

the Montana Science Assessment. Students participate in laboratory exercises, small group activities, 

web based investigations, class discussions, projects, and research. 

 

Physical Science 

Course Length: One year 

Grade Level: 8th  (Required) 

Prerequisites:  Life Science 

Physical Science focuses on introductory topics in Chemistry and Physics.  The introductory Chemistry 

topics include: matter and its properties, understanding the periodic table at the molecular level, naming 

and writing chemical formulas, chemical reactions and balancing chemical formulas. Introductory Physics 

topics covered in the second semester include: motion, forces, energy, waves, sound, and light. A portion 

of the spring semester will be spent helping students prepare for the Montana Science Assessment. 

Students participate in laboratory exercises, small group activities, web based investigations, class 

discussions, projects, and research. 

 

7th History 

Course Length: One year  

Grade Level: 7th  (Required) 

This course will be split into three sections. For half of the 1st semester we will learn about the basic 

principles of geography and how to think geographically. Over the rest of the semester we will study the 

different regions of Africa. During the 2nd semester we will explore the history of Montana including 

subjects such as Lewis and Clark, the gold rush, and Native Americans. 

 

8th U.S History 

Course Length: One year 

Grade Level: 8  (Required) 

Time Period:This course will begin with the migration of the Native Americans (First Peoples) and end 

with the Civil War.   

Content: This course will cover the migration of the Native Americans and their settlement of the 

America’s. The European exploration colonization of the America’s. Rise and fall of the Meso-American 

empires. The interactions between Native Americans and the Europeans. Interactions between various 

Native American tribes. The French and Indian war, the Revolutionary war, the Declaration of 

Independence, the Constitution, the War of 1812, The Mexican American war. The pre-civil war south and 

the Civil war.  

Students will be expected to: 

-Write research papers     - Take quizzes regularly 

- Use proper writing format and mechanics   - Take notes 

- Write essays on all tests     - Participate in group discussions 

- Draw historical scenes, concepts and actions  - Apply Historical Change categories 

-Work in groups      - Analyze videos 



- Read the text regularly     - Conduct research 

-Decipher primary source documents    - Develop cultural awareness 

- Play online game simulations    - Play in class games 

 

JH ELECTIVES 
JH Intro to Tech Applications 

Course Length: One semester (Required) 

Grade Level: 7th 

Computer Applications provides students with an introduction to the keyboard (letters, numbers, and 

symbols), basic computer operation, and proper keystroke technique. As students progress, they improve 

their speed and accuracy and produce increasingly complex documents. Further, this course provides 

students with the opportunity to learn about internet safety and use computers and technology efficiently. 

Topics include exposure to Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and other presentation applications, the Google 

platform and the various uses of computers in modern society.  

 

JH Math/Business Exploration 

Course Length: 1 Semester 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

This course offers exploration of various math topics including logical reasoning, design creation, basic 

geometry, puzzles, and review of basic math skills. The business section will cover money management, 

credit, checking accounts, participate in a simulation in which the students chooses a job, sets up a 

budget, and maneuvers through various life happenings to live successfully through three months time, 

followed by Farming Game in which they learn record keeping as they play along.. 

 

Junior High Career Explorations 

Course Length: One Semester 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

Career Exploration students identify personal goals, strengths, values, and interests then apply that 

information to begin making informed decisions about their career interests. This course develops the 

skills necessary to research and evaluate career opportunities in addition to investigating various sources 

of information on college, career and training programs.  Students learn about high school courses, 

typical course sequence, graduation requirements, GPA, and scholarships.  Students participate in 

independent and group projects, presentations, activities and discussion.   

 

JH Home Economics 

Course Length: ½ Year 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

A comprehensive life skills course designed to help students to develop the knowledge and skills 

necessary for independent and healthy living.   Course topics include foods and nutrition, cooking, 

sewing, introduction to personal finance, stress management, and healthy relationships.  Students 

participate in independent and group projects, cooking labs, presentations, activities and discussion. 

 

Junior High Art 

Course Length:  One Semester 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

Students will learn about the 7 elements of art (line, shape, value, space, texture, form, and color) through 

the use of mediums such as drawing, painting, sculpture, and ceramics. This is a project-based class with 

a heavy emphasis on in-class participation. 



 

Junior High School Band 

Length of Class:  Full Year 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

This class will focus on learning to perform on your chosen band instrument.  Reading music, notation, 

symbols and vocabulary will be an integral part of the class.  Many different genres of music will be 

covered such as: rock, folk, classical, jazz, patriotic, native, and many others.  All band students will be 

required to perform in pep-band, winter and spring concerts and music festivals as part of their grade.  

Homework will be a minimum of 15 minutes of practice 5 days a week. 

 

Junior High School Choir 

Length of Class:  Full Year 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

Junior High Choir will meet 2 times a week during study hall.  This class will focus on learning to sing 

correctly alone and with others.  Reading music, notation, symbols and vocabulary will be an integral part 

of the class.  Many different genre of music will be covered such as: rock, folk, classical, jazz, patriotic, 

native, and many others.  All choir students will be required to perform in winter and spring concerts, the 

National Anthem at some ball games and music festival as part of their grade.  Homework will be a 

minimum of 15 minutes of singing 5 days a week. 

 

Junior High Agriculture 

Course Length: One semester  

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

This is an introduction to the high school agriculture program.  Students are introduced to a variety of 

agricultural practices.  Skills and topics include: the history and scope of agriculture, introductory animal, 

plant, and food sciences. They will also learn about careers in agriculture and FFA.  Students are 

encouraged to become active in the Shields Valley FFA Chapter. 

 

JH Ag Technology 

Course Length: One semester 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

This course serves as an introductory class for students interested in Industrial Technology, building, 

design, or for those that just want to know how things work in the real world.The Industrial Technology 

course will expose students to the tools and machines that they may encounter in manufacturing-related 

occupations and enable them to develop the skills they need to safely use these tools in various 

applications. Course topics include (but are not limited to) drawing and planning, electricity, graphic arts, 

woodwork, metalwork, plastics, and power technology that will be explored through practical (‘hands-on”) 

applications. These courses typically cover general and tool safety and career exploration as well.  

 

JH Literature and Creative Writing  

Course Length: 1 Semester  

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

Literature and Creative writing is a course that will focus on reading and responding to various pieces of 

literature, and then on enhancing descriptive and unique writing. Students will spend the first half of the 

course exploring different pieces of literature together, and the second half of the course doing various 

writing activities such as open-ended creative writing prompts, writing unique stories, and creating 

extensions of established literary worlds and works. 

 

 



 

JH English Skills 

Course Length: 1Semester  

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

English Skills is an elective course that will be focused and adjusted according to the needs of the student 

enrolled. Examples of possible activities can include writing and then presenting children’s books, 

grammar studies, writing short stories/short chapter books, spelling practice, and in-depth practice on the 

6 traits of writing. 

 

JH Math Skills 

Course Length: 1Semester 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

The Math Skills course is designed to supplement junior high students’ regular math course.  Students 

receive additional help and practice to succeed.  In addition, students also have the ability to choose what 

math skills they would like to focus upon. 

 

JH Introduction to Spanish 

Course Length: 1 Semester 

Grade Level: 7th & 8th 

This course is a broad based course designed to introduce the student to all aspects of a foreign 

language study. Grammar, reading, writing, and listening skills are included. Cultural information is 

provided and taught throughout the duration of the course. Students will do research on various cultural 

topics. Students will do research on various cultural topics.  Emphasis is placed on conversation, 

vocabulary and correct usage of the languageEmphasis is placed on conversation, vocabulary and 

correct usage of the language. Correct pronunciation and oral proficiency are the primary goals. This 

requires a daily emphasis on listening and speaking. The classroom experience will provide an 

appreciation and development of cultural awareness through various readings, media resources and 

authentic materials. 

 

 


